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Dear Parents and Carers,                                                                                          September 2026

Welcome back for the Autumn term, to those returning to us and to our new families. We have had a lovely few weeks back and the children have all settled well. 
All of the 2026-2027 term dates are now on our website www.hillsidepreschool.org. The October half term is from Monday 26th October to Friday 30th October. Monday 2nd November is an inset day – we are closed – so the children return to pre-school on Tuesday 3rd November. We close for Christmas on Friday 18th December 2026.

Our Learning focus - this term we will be learning about Autumn and Harvest, which links to the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Understanding the World. We will be encouraging the children to look at changes to their natural environment – for example noticing the changing colours of the leaves in Autumn. Our apples and squash are growing well and will be harvested by the children when they are ready. We have had a bumper crop of tomatoes already – although the beans were affected by the hot summer! 

To extend their learning at home, please help your child to collect some different coloured leaves and they could make a collage picture. We will be introducing new stories and rhymes about Autumn, and we are encouraging children to sit and listen to stories, so that they can talk about familiar books. When you are reading to your child at home you can use your finger to point to the words and show that English words are read from left to right, and from the top of the page to the bottom (EYFS, Communication and Language, and Literacy).

Safety notice- We would kindly ask that parents please walk along the pathways and not through the car park, as this in in constant use throughout the day.

Personal items -Please ensure that all your child’s clothing and belongings are clearly named – including lunch boxes and drinks bottles. We understand that our youngest children may need a comforter from time to time but please discourage your child from bringing in toys, as they may get lost and cause distress. We have book bags for sale at £3.50 in a variety of colours, these are very useful for correspondence and children’s artwork etc.

Attendance – Please ring or email if your child is unwell on the first day of illness. Please let us know in advance if you are going on holiday. It is now a requirement of the EYFS (2026) to report if a child has unexplained absences.

Lunch boxes – We have two children at pre-school who have severe peanut allergies – so if your child is staying for lunch please do not send in any nuts or nut-based foods – including peanut butter, Nutella or any cereal bars with nuts. We are a nut free setting and we also discourage sweets or chocolate and have some advice available on our website - ‘Healthy Ted’s Lunch Box’ for guidance with healthy options for lunch boxes.

Students - We may have students from local colleges and schools joining us from time to time, they will be DBS checked and supervised at all times; and will not attend to children’s personal care. 
Foodbank vouchers – The pre-school is authorised to distribute online vouchers to families in need for the local foodbank. If you find yourself in any difficulty, please contact Mrs Pitcher in confidence.
 
Pupil Premium and 30 hours funding – If your family is in receipt of benefits (e.g. income support, income related employment or job-seekers) you may be entitled to Pupil Premium for your child. Pupil Premium is paid to the setting to help the education of your child – if you think you may be eligible then please ask Mrs Pitcher for a form.
If you think that you may be eligible for 30 hours funding (and haven’t already applied for it) the Government website www.childcarechoices.gov.uk has more information. 
You must apply for this in the term before the funding is due, so if you think your child will be entitled from January now is the time to apply!

Social Media and newsletters- Our regular newsletters will be emailed to parents and carers half termly. These will include term dates, important information and some photos of the children enjoying various activities with an explanation of the learning involved. Our newsletter is in addition to our Facebook page (Hillside Pre-school and Early Learning Group) where we post weekly photos and updates – and we now have an Instagram page too. If you are not a Facebook user, you can still access our page and see the exciting things that we do. However, we would kindly ask that you do not share or screenshot photos of other children. For parents who do not consent to their child’s image being on our social media pages, we can email photographs of your child to you periodically.

Children starting school in 2027 The closing dates for applications for First school places is 14th January 2027. This can be done online at https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/starting-school-for-the-first-time or telephone 01305 221060. The local schools will soon advertise their open days for parents to attend.
 

Easy Fundraising – You can help us to fundraise for our pre-school by shopping with Easy Fundraising. It only takes a few minutes to sign up, every time you make a shopping purchase through brands such as Amazon, John Lewis or Ebay, a commission is generated and turned into a donation for us – at no cost to you! Please see the link https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/hillsideverwood/ for more details. Thank you for your continued support.

Wows- Please send us photos of your child’s WOW moments from home- if your child does something at special  (learning a new skill, an exciting visit or family celebration) then please send in a photo to us by email, or by using one of the QR codes on the classroom doors. We will show them on our classroom interactive screen so that the children can share their achievements.
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